[Anti-TNF-alpha chimeric antibody (infliximab)].
Infliximab, chimeric anti-TNF- alpha monoclonal antibody, was developed as a therapeutic agent for RA. Large body of evidence has revealed that infliximab rapidly ameliorates clinical symptoms and signs. Additionally, multicenter large clinical trials (the ATTRACT and the ASPIRE study) have shown that infliximab prevents radiological progression and repairs radiological damages in some cases. These evidences suggest that early treatment with infliximab can stop bone erosions and prevent joint deformity in patients with RA. Though infliximab is a very costly agent, a recent report suggests infliximab may be socioeconomically better than traditional DMARDs due to maintaining employability. It is necessary to confirm the real usefulness (cost-effectiveness and long-term safety) of infliximab in the treatment of RA in Japan.